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Five WMS students recently came together as a group                
organized by the Hawai’i Wildlife Management                              
Organization to address wildfire prevention and                   
preparedness. One of those students has now gained 
national recognition. 
HWMO, based out of Waimea, said that recent wildfires, 
like the one that burned over 4,000 acres and caused 
evacuations in the Kawaihae area, as well as                                
subsequent flooding, led to the creation of the group. 

Kyren Martins, Zakahry Murakami- 
Mattos, Kawehi Bell-Kaopuiki, Zariah 
Rivera and Jamin-Quinn Lee Rillanos 
joined the Youth Wildfire Prep Team last                           
November as they worked on self-made 
projects inspired by a national call from 
the National Fire Protection Association. 
Students from around the country were 
invited to implement their own wildfire 
prevention or preparedness projects        
between September and November with 
the chance to be selected as a $500 

“Take Action” Community Service Award recipient.  
Martins and Rillanos created prevention signs, Murakami
-Mattos worked on a video project that focuses on “good 
versus bad defensible space,” and Bell-Kaopuiki and 
Rivera joined together to remove flammable plant debris 
from the Mala’ai Culinary Garden. 
Martins is one of ten national recipients. His family was 
affected by the recent Kawaihae fire and flooding that 
followed in August. As a project, Martins made and                             
installed a wildfire prevention sign at the edge of his 
home, visible from the road.  On Martin’s sign, he shares 
the message of preventing cigarette ignitions alongside 
the road. He said he plans to use the funds to help pay 
for future educational costs. 
Congratulations to all of these students for helping 
make our community safer for all!  

Waimea Middle School 

    The ‘Ohana News 
“Waimea Middle School empowers all students with the skills, values and cultural understanding to successfully navigate high school and beyond.”  

 

‘Free Dress Day’ For Students Who 
Achieved 1+ Year Growth 1st Semester!  
During Advisory today, about 170 WMS students will receive a 
Certificate of Recognition for growing academically by more 
than a full year in reading, math or both in just five months - ie, 1st 
Semester.  In addition, these students have earned the privilege of 
a FREE DRESS DAY on Tues., Jan. 19.  “This is definitely some-
thing to celebrate!  Significant academic growth like this requires 
hard, focused work and consistent attendance,” said WMS           
Interim Principal Amy Kendziorski.  “We congratulate these 
students and our teachers, staff and families!”    

Harrowing Kawaihae Wildfire                   
& Flood Inspires WMS Student’s 
National Award-Winning Project 

Kyren Martins 

A HUGE Mahalo To Kamehameha Schools!   
WMS faculty, staff, students and families 
received a most welcome year-end “gift” - 
confirmation of a $400,000+ grant from                         
Kamehameha Schools for the 2015-16 
school year!  The grant will enable WMS 
to provide essential educational supports, 
enhanced cultural programming and also 
address the school’s financial sustainability 
as a Hawaiian-focused public conversion 
charter school.   
“We have been fortunate since becoming a 
public conversion charter school in 2003 to 
have received substantial support from 
Kamehameha Schools, but laws and                        
circumstances changed and WMS must now 
apply for funding and then demonstrate that 
its students are continuously growing both 
academically and in their “connectedness” to 
this very special place. Kamehameha has 
high expectations that serve students well,” 
said Interim Principal Amy Kendziorski. “We 

have applied for continued funding for the coming school year.”     
Kamehameha Schools closely monitors our progress, and this 
includes an annual ’Ohana Feedback Survey which is going home 
today to families.  “We urge every family to please take 15 
minutes to answer the questions - telling us how we’re doing.  
Please call me if you have questions - 887-6090 Ext. 225.”  
PHOTO ABOVE: This kahili pa’a ilima (hand kahili) was gifted 
to WMS by Kamehameha Schools in 2014 to help celebrate 
our school’s receipt of a full 6-year Accreditation from the                       
Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC).  It is a 
small but culturally rich example of the support our children, 
faculty and staff have received over the past 12 years from 
Kamehameha Schools.   

A warm mahalo to all WMS families who were able 
to participate in recent Student-Led Family                     
Conferences - 83% attendance is terrific!  Mahalo, 
too, to our faculty for making them a meaningful 
experience for families!   

‘Fight The Bite!’                      
Protect Yourself, Family 

& Friends                             
From Mosquito Bites!   



 

Students Celebrate KAIZEN: Getting Better & Better!  

 

 

 

Jan. 6, 2016                                                            WAIMEA MIDDLE SCHOOL                                                                     Page 2 
LEFT:  End-of-1st-Semester Achievement Award Re-
cipients pictured here are students who applied for 
and have been accepted to participate in a "Plastics 
And Our Oceans" Hands-On Learning Experience to 
include a trip to Oahu to learn from marine scientists 
and public policy makers!  This is a joint partnership 
with UC-Santa Barbara, Kokua Hawai'i Foundation, 
Plastic Free Hawai'i and the Plastic Pollution Coalition 
- with 6th-8th graders from HPA, Kanu and Parker 
School as well as WMS!  

RIGHT:  Each week throughout the Semester students are 
encouraged to earn POSITIVES for “living” our I KAIR Core 
Values!  Every 5 POSITIVES can be redeemed for weekly 
prizes, and then the POSITIVE goes into an end-of-
Semester drawing — and these are our proud recipients 
for doing good work both in and outside of the classroom!  

7th Grade Recognition 

LEFT:  ‘Top Sellers in the 
schoolwide Believe Cata-
logue Fundraiser!   



 

 

 

 

Jan. 6, 2016                                                            WAIMEA MIDDLE SCHOOL                                                                   Page 3 

Celebrating 1st Semester Student Achievement! 

 K(Arts)!  
Mala’ai School Garden!  

Cross 
Country! 

Robotics!  

Co-Ed Volleyball!  
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CURRENT WMS EVENTS                           For the latest news & events, Follow Us On  
Mon., Jan. 11 – Hot Chocolate Club Resumes (M-W-F – 7-7:50 a.m.)  
Mon., Jan. 11 – WMS Local Advisory Panel (LAP) Meeting – 4-6 p.m.  K-03.  All invited.   
Tues., Jan. 12 – After-School Homework Help+ Resumes (T-Th – 2:30-3:30 p.m.)   
Wed., Jan. 13 – Final Mala’ai Super Kitchen - A Family-Community Gathering – 5:30-7 p.m. – Kahilu Town Hall.  Presented by Mala’ai 

school garden, this SK will feature delicious, fresh, healthy Hawaiian food – chicken and vegetarian laulau, steamed kalo and sweet 
potato, and hoi’o (warabe or fern shoot) salad.  This is a free, family-friendly gathering with music!  No RSVPs required, just come.    
Several other Hawai’i Island schools with garden programs will join with Mala’ai in sharing their progress with the ‘Ai Pono Project, 
which was inspired by PWO Navigator Chadd Paishon, who challenged school gardens islandwide to grow and/or prepare healthy 
foods to send with our wa’a ‘ohana on deep sea voyages.  Also joining the program will be North Hawai’i Blue Zones volunteers with a 
smoothie bicycle to prepare fresh-from-scratch fruit smoothies, and HPA students and staff assisting with Zero Waste.  All invited.                     
Assisting with food prep is voyaging chef Maulili Dickson.  Info: Alethea Lai (989-7861).   

Thurs., Jan. 14 – “Ka Lei Maile Ali’i – The Queen’s Women” – the now annual Ku’e Petition Re-enactment (4 times during the 
school day and 6 p.m. in the evening).  Kahilu Town Hall.  All families and community friends invited!   (See flyer)  

Sat., Jan. 16 – 10th Annual Ka Moku O Keawe Makahiki Festival – 7 a.m. – 5 p.m.  Waimea Park.  The entire school-community is                
invited to this islandwide championship which will include 12 traditional Hawaiian games 
of skill and strength, plus health-wellness booths including health screenings by medical 
students from the John A. Burns School of Medicine (JABSOM), and delicious ‘ai pono 
foods and crafts.  Registration is due Tues. Jan. 12 @ 4p.m. to Kumu Keala Kahumoku 
for pre-K thru high school participants.  Adult participants can turn in registration the 
morning of the festival.  The day begins with the sounding of the pū at 7 a.m. with all   
participants gathering on the makai end of the field and each school or organization will 
introduce themselves in a traditional manner with chant or ‘oli komo.  All asked to wear 
their school or organization colors.  For more information, see/email  Keala                                         
Kahuanui: kkahuanui@gmail.com.   

Tues., Jan. 19 - Free Dress Day for Student Achievement Award Recipients!   
Wed., Feb. 3 - WMS’ K(Arts) After-School Classes Begin - 1:30-4 p.m.  A new class – 

“Circus Arts with Graham” including juggling, stilt walking and learning to ride a unicycle - has been added.  Still time to sign up and/
or change class selection – please see revised flyer and application Pages 6-7, or Auntie Bernie Marsh in the office.  

School Lunch Menus  (revised 1-6-16) 
(All Served w/ Fresh Milk; All Menus Posted on Website &  

Thurs., Jan. 7: Chicken Nuggets on Shredded Cabbage, Steamed Hapa Rice, Tossed Salad, Pineapple & W/G Roll.        
Fri., Jan. 8: Weiner on W/G Bun w/ Potato Rounds, Baked Beans, Carrots & Celery Stix and Apple Wedge.   
Mon., Jan. 11: Fish Nuggets, Steamed Hapa Rice, Rainbow Salad, Baked Beans, Pineapple & Whole Grain Roll.      
Tues., Jan. 12: Cheeseburger on Whole Grain Bun w/ Lettuce & Tomato, Potato Rounds & Apple Wedge.  
Wed., Jan. 13: Beef & Bean Nachos, Garden Salad, Fruit Juice and Whole Grain Cornbread.   
Thurs., Jan. 14: Asian Chicken on Shredded Cabbage, Steamed Hapa Rice, Vegetable Medley, Peaches & W/G Roll.    
Fri., Jan. 15: Teri Chicken w/ Noodles & Eggroll, Tossed Salad & Orange Wedge.           
Mon., Jan. 18: No School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Of Service - A National Holiday!       
Tues., Jan. 19: Breaded Pork Chop Patty, Whipped Potatoes, Edamame & Corn, Apple Wedge & Whole Grain Roll.   
Wed., Jan. 20: Baked Spaghetti, Spinach/Romaine Salad, Pineapple and Whole Grain French Roll.   

As you have probably noticed, there 
are lots of dirt and freshly seeded 
grassy areas on campus since                
Winter Break due to installation of 
the underground utilities for our  
under-construction 9-Classroom 
STEM Building.  Everyone is asked 
to stay off all dirt areas at all times. 
The construction crews worked hard 
to ensure all areas are safe, but the 
grass seed will need time to sprout 
and spread.  Mahalo!   


